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February 2021
You can read The Bridge in colour on line at

www.bridgebeneficedorset.org or
www.mackrellcharity.org.uk – just follow the link.
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THE BRIDGE MAGAZINE
Bridge Publications is an agency which produces the Bridge Magazine for the
communities of Sturminster Marshall, Shapwick and Kingston Lacy.  It is financially
independent of these communities: its revenue comes from advertising fees and fund
raising activities. Our Chairman is Barry Johnson, our Editor is Tony Cross and our
Advertising Manager is Liz York.

Articles:
Contributions are welcome from all sectors of the community served by the
parishes.  Please email your article, which should be prepared on A5 (NOT A4 OR
Letter PLEASE) size pages, in MS Word (.doc or .docx) or Works (.wps), or
it can  be a .jpg file or .pdf file, to the Editor at tcenator@gmail.com
You will receive a reply. If you do not receive a reply, please make enquiries.
If you have no email then please print your copy and send it to Court House,
Cowgrove, BH21 4EL, making it clear on the envelope that this is for the Editor of
The Bridge.

The deadline for articles for the next issue is the 15th of the month so that
the finished magazine can be sent to our printers on the 17th or 18th.
Advertisements:
Our advertising fees are as shown on page 3. If you would like to place a
commercial advertisement then please submit it by email to
bridgeadvertising@outlook.com
Please do not send any advertisements to the Editor.
If you need help with producing your advert you may contact Liz by post at
7 Parkelea, Sturminster Marshall, BH21 4DG (marking the envelope Bridge
Advertising) or by phone at 01258 857528. We will then be in touch.  Please call
01258 857528 if you do not get an acknowledgement, and ask for Liz.  This is the
contact number for all advertising enquiries.
The deadline for adverts to Liz for the next issue is the 12th of the month.
Inserts: Your loose leaf inserts or flyers can also be delivered with The Bridge for a
charge of £30. Please provide 1020 copies of your leaflet, in banded bundles
of 100, folded to A5 size if larger, to our Benefice Clerk, Jan Standing, between
the 24th and 27th of the month.  Jan’s telephone number is 07973 766614.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you follow up any advertisement could you please
mention that you saw it in The Bridge

The Bridge has been printed by
CMP UK, www.cmp-uk.com, tel: 01202 739993.

10.00am to 10.30am
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Bridge Magazine Grants

Various groups & schools throughout the Bridge Parishes have been
given grants from the Bridge Magazine fund.
These are:
Sturminster Marshall Football (Youth),
Pamphill 1st School,
Senior Lunch Club (Sturminster Marshall),
Pamphill Pre-School,
Benefice Choir & Friends,
Sturminster Marshall 1st School,
Tea and Toddlers,
Horserenity,
Shapwick Community Trust (SCT),
Blandford Forum Railway Club.
If your group would like to apply for a grant then please contact Jan
Standing on 07973 766614 or email: jan.standing@btopenworld.com.
************************************************************************************

NOTICES
If you require the services of a priest urgently, please contact Rev’d.
Carolyn Couzens (Priest in Charge of the Bridge & Lower Stour
Parishes) on Tel: 01258 858353.
Email: revcarolyncouzens@gmail.com
Enquiries for Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals please contact in the
first instance:
Rev’d. Carolyn Couzens – Tel: 01258 858353.
Email: revcarolyncouzens@gmail.com
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~

Bridge magazine advertising fees

Duration full page 1/2 page 1/4 page 1/8 page
12 months £270 £145 £80 £45

6 months £145 £80 £45 £25
3 months £80 £45 £25 £15
1 month £30 £15
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From The Church
Dear everyone,

As February approaches - I know most of us are weary from the long shadow that
Covid is casting over our lives and communities. It’s a very difficult time,  with different
challenges for each one of us. My prayers have been with you all.

We took the decision in early January to close the Church buildings, because we wanted
to be sure to keep our communities as safe as possible. As a church we are still meeting
online for worship and you are welcome to join us. Please do get in touch if you would
like details, or see the website www.bridgebeneficedorset.org

Despite being in lockdown, progress has been made on the reorganisation of parishes in
the deanery. In the next few months St. Mary’s, Sturminster Marshall will join Red Post
Benefice (Almer, Bloxworth, Morden, Winterbourne Kingston, Winterbourne Zelston)
and St. Bartholomew’s, Shapwick with St. Stephen’s, Pamphill will join Wimborne
Benefice. My personal role will therefore change as although I stay with the parish
churches of Spetisbury, Charlton Marshall and Blandford St. Mary, I am also due to pick
up a few new other parishes too.

Change is never easy. It brings new opportunities and joys, but sadness too for the
losses - and in this case, the break-up of the Bridge Benefice. The desire though is that
the churches affected, will all continue to flourish.  Rev. Justin Pottinger will become the
vicar in Sturminster Marshall and Rev. Susie Allen in Shapwick and Pamphill.

Personally speaking, it has been a privilege to be part of the church here, albeit a short
time, and I thank you all for your warm welcome and support. As I write, exact dates of
when this will all happen are not fixed, because life is unpredictable at the moment.

I thought I’d sign off using an ancient blessing. This is my prayer for each one of you, as
well as for the local church communities with all the changes ahead:

‘The Lord bless you and keep you,
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you;
The Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.’

Rev’d Carolyn Couzens
Priest-in-Charge, The Bridge and Lower Stour Benefice
Email: revcarolyncouzens@gmail.com Tel: 01258 858353
www.bridgebeneficedorset.org.uk
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St. Mary’s Church, 100 Club Lottery
The January draw was not made as there was not a Church Service on
3rd January, due to COVID 19.

It is intended that the draws will resume from February, with the January
draw being made at this time.  We will ensure this is done in a COVID
safe way and the draw is fair and transparent.

We look forward to bringing six prizes to six lucky people in February!

Thank you to everyone for continuing to support St Mary’s 100 Club in
these difficult times, we hope you remain safe and well.

Liz Jones: 49 Railway Drive, Sturminster Marshall (Tel: 01258 857076)
Karen Royles: 1 Parkfield, Newton Road, Sturminster Marshall (Tel: 07761 867738)
Ernie Turner: 14 King Street, Sturminster Marshall (Tel: 01258 857018)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~

Home from Home Dog Boarding
Loving care for you best friend, in our home with spacious garden.

Over-night or day-care
Contact Jane on 07799 412601 for more information

Reasonable rates
Small to medium dogs only.

Fully Insured
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TIVOLI Theatre
BOX OFFICE & ENQUIRIES  01202 885566 www.tivoliwimborne.co.uk

Coronavirus updates:
Update 5th January 2021

Following the recent Government announcement the Theatre and Box Office
will be closed until further notice.   Bookings can still be made online at
www.tivoliwimborne.co.uk.

If you require a refund for a cancelled or rescheduled show, please email us at
boxoffice@tivoliwimborne.co.uk and a member of staff will contact you as soon
as it is possible to do so.

HELP THE TIVOLI APPEAL remains open for donations during this difficult
time.

If you would like to donate you can do so via this website or our Just Giving
page https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/tivoli-theatre Donations
have reached 81% of our target of £75,000.

We thank you for your understanding and support and look forward to seeing
you later in the year.

Update 31st December 2020:

Due to the latest change in Government Guidelines, The Tivoli Theatre is
closed until further notice.

We are working to reschedule the remaining performances of our Pantomime
JACK AND THE BEANSTALK.

Ticket holders for cancelled or postponed events will be contacted in due
course, we thank you for your understanding and patience at this time.

Update 6th November 2020:

In the light of recent changes announced by the Government and a further
lockdown, we have increased the target on our Appeal for help during the
Covid crisis to £75,000.

Thank you.
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What an achievement!

A big well done and thank you to the following: Steve, Katy, Nick, Ed, Stella, Gladys,
John, Phil, Sally, Lesley, Debi, Jackie, Elaine, Liz, Pete, Adrian, Jane, Mike, Karen and the
two youngest, Lola and Polly. who took part in the 2020 Ride and Stride for Dorset
Historic Churches Trust and St. Mary’s.

Despite not knowing if it would take place due to Covid 19, and enjoying another sunny
day, this group of socially distanced keen participants raised an amazing £2,912.43.
There were 185 Churches participating and ours raised the largest amount in the
County! Half of the sum raised is returned to the participating church, and St. Mary’s
has received a very welcome £1,473.71 in a year when church incomes have been hit
very hard.

Sturminster Marshall’s contribution has been recognised as huge by DHCT, but having
won the Morshead Trophy in 2019 we were unable to win it again. However we are
hoping that it will be possible for a joint presentation with the 2020 winner to take place
later this year.

Thank you also to all those who manned the Church, and served refreshments to
visiting riders and striders.

As one participant noted “It was one of the happiest days of the year”

Sonia Cade - Parish Organiser

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

RAILWAY NEWS……

Does anyone know when the name of the Churchill Arms former public house was
altered from being the Railway Inn?  Blandford Railway Club members are making an
accurate working model of the station layout in 1964 and would like any help you can
give on this point.

As soon as the Covid restrictions are eased the 22 foot long model, now fully scenic and
almost finished, will be brought to show in the village and everyone will be welcome to
see it.

Robert Stephenson 01258 857800



13



14

Computer Problems ?
MJB Solutions
Friendly,  reliable, professional computer specialist.
Services provided include
Hardware repairs and upgrades
Performance improvement if your machine has “slowed down”
PC & network security
Spyware & virus removal – anti virus and firewall review
Software upgrades, installation and configuration
Data recovery after disk failure - business data, pictures, music files,

etc.
Tuition
New - Broken screen replacement for tablets, iPads and iPhones

I operate a NO FIX NO FEE policy and my work is guaranteed.
Call us on 07808 943146 or 01258 858232

Email me at martin.john.brook@gmail.com

MINSTER
BUILDING

Reliable and Experienced
General Builders

EXTENSIONS,
ALTERATIONS,

CONSERVATORY BASES,
PATIOS, PATHS,
GARDEN WALLS

07736 651192
01258 858360

www.minsterbuilding.co.uk



15

In these unprecedented times we have managed to stay open during this third lockdown
and welcomed back most of the children.

With Christmas seeming a distant memory they have enjoyed telling their friends about
all their lovely gifts and the wonderful experiences they have shared over the festive
period.

At Sturminster Marshall Pre-School we pride ourselves in providing an environment
supporting learning through play.  It is essential that children are engaged in their play if
they are to benefit from their experiences.

We have maintained our keyperson system, but our practitioners are their to support
all of our children and parents/carers during this difficult time.  Working from one
playroom, we all know each other very well, therefore we are able to support all
children’s next steps in learning even when there are changes in practitioners and
children attending on one particular day.  This may all sound very technical but what it
comes down to is friendships, trust, open communication, sharing, learning and most
importantly fun!

Sturminster Marshall Preschool will continue to follow the guidelines and go the extra
mile to ensure we are all as safe as possible during this uncertain time.

If you have a child aged between 2 and school age, please contact us my email at
sturminstermarshallpreschool@btinternet.com to discuss your needs for
childcare.  We are a small, friendly setting and have both local children and children
from further afield attending.

The Pre-school is situated on the grounds of Sturminster Marshall Preschool and is open
Monday to Friday, 9.00am to 3.00pm.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY COLLECTION…..
All charities have been having a hard time in 2020 and continue to need our support in
order to help others.  Thank you to the box holders of Sturminster Marshall who saved
small change and made donations which allowed us to send in £88 in December.

The outreach work of the Children’s Society is much appreciated by the young people
they help and many say that for them it has been very special when their young lives are
in turmoil.

Robert and Helen Stephenson
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info@wizardelecticals.co.uk
www.wizardelectricals.co.uk

Local, friendly and reliable

Rewires
New consumer units

EICR (periodic inspections)
Lighting, heating

Call out / fault finding
And so much more

Look for us on Facebook for our great reviews!!
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Current Situation
at the Old School,

Sturminster Marshall
www.mackrellcharity.org.uk

We are continuing our online events throughout lockdown. You can
book and pay for these events on the bookings page of our website.

All events cost £5
++++++++++

Mackrell Lectures. Sat 6th Feb 2.30pm.
The Dregs of the People Remain: Black Death and its

Aftermath - a lecture by Imogen Currigan M.Phil FRSA
Sat 6th March. Tin Pan Alley to Hollywood Boulevard:

Harry Warren, a Songwriter’s Journey,
a multi media Zoom talk by Sally Plowright

+++++++++++
Discovery Café. Monday 15th Feb 2.30pm.

The Porthole Murder- a talk by Paul Stickler.
Mon 15th March. Oddities of the Solar System

by Bob Mizon
+++++++++++

Some of the Thursday morning bridge group are playing online on
Bridge Base Online – if anyone would like to join this or would like

help with playing online, please contact Katy Norman on
01258 857081
+++++++++++

We will open for Cream Teas as soon as we can.
+++++++++++

We now have a substantial Village Archive on the website - just click ‘SM
Village archive’ button on the village history page to access photos,

videos, etc.
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Hundreds of houses are coming to Sturminster Marshall
Developers are wanting to come to Sturminster Marshall. One wants to
build 140 houses on the Golf Course. Another plans 60 houses above
Springfield farm.  Yet another is planning 225 houses opposite the Co-op.

Fortunately we have Planners and Councillors who control all this for us.  Their job
is to decide where and how many houses should be built, and to negotiate how
developers must pay for the changes in schools, roads and other services that
developments require.  They make developers provide affordable houses in the mix,
and green spaces too.

But now the new Dorset Council is being told by Government that they must plan
to build over 30,000 houses by 2038; that’s 1,793 each year.  If they don’t succeed,
the Government will allow developers a free rein to develop as they please and the
Council will lose control.

The Draft Local Plan Gives Automatic Planning Permission
Dorset Council are working hard on the latest Dorset-wide Local Plan to find sites
for all those houses. Importantly, once the development sites are decided
in the Plan they cannot be stopped – planning permission is automatic.  They
have reached the stage of a 620 page draft for consultation and they want people to
read it and comment on it by mid-March.
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A group has been motivated to read the Plan, because they live near the
development sites or play on the golf course.  We want to put alternative ideas
forward to Dorset Council that have the weight of Village opinion behind them.
Many responded to the Neighbourhood Plan Survey and the results are available.
But note, the Neighbourhood Plan won’t be about where big developments are
sited and sized – that’s for Dorset Council to decide through this Local Plan.

As a group we think it’s fair to ask Villagers about how many of the 30,000 houses
should come to Sturminster Marshall, given that they must be planned to go
somewhere in Dorset.  And where in the Village should those houses go?

The Survey
To answer, we propose a short survey. A paper version is enclosed, along with a
link to where you can read the draft Local Plan. There’s a box inside the NISA/Post
Office for returns (ask the staff). You can do it online too, whichever is easier.
We will send a summary of the results to those who leave an email address.

It is Like a Public Meeting
We will use the results to put forward ideas for development that we think fit
Villagers’ thinking. But you will have the results too, so you can write to Dorset
Council yourself knowing how others feel. There’s no need to agree. But in the
absence of being able to call a public meeting, this is a way people can make their
views felt and see what others think.

Inevitably we have thoughts already:
 425 houses means over 50% growth.  That’s more growth than almost

anywhere else in Dorset, and we think it’s too much.
 There will be “affordable” houses sold or rented below their market value,

but we think they will still be too expensive for many.
 The Golf Course is used extensively by players and Villagers and we think it

should be kept.
 We don’t think there is demand in Dorset for so many new estates: the Plan

should be more cautious about automatic planning permission.
 A better way might be to create one or two new towns and let them grow as

demand requires, with only small developments elsewhere.

Please help by filling in the survey today
The Local Plan is going to shape our future by granting developers the right to
develop on whatever sites are chosen.  By mid-March the chance to have a say will
be gone.  Please fill in the survey today on paper or at: (all lower case)
bit.ly/justagoodvillage

Mike Allen+Group just.a.good.village@gmail.com
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Sturminster Marshall Evening WI

PLEASE NOTE

Due to the current situation and restrictions due to
Coronavirus, Sturminster Marshall Evening WI will not

be holding monthly meetings until further notice.

For more information please contact Heather Trenchard on
07974 095113 or Sturminstermewi@gmail.com
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* Local Farm Shop * Happy Stitcher * Mirror Mirror
* Renowned Butchers * The Nest * Wimborne Picture Framing
* Relaxing Café / Restaurant * The Petshop * RO-ZEL

Parkfield Cottage is a fully
furnished self-catering cosy
holiday cottage on the edge of the
village.
The cottage sleeps 2 adults and 2
children plus cot and benefits from
central heating, a woodburning
stove, TV and fully fitted kitchen
including microwave.
Own secluded garden and patio plus
off road parking.
Weekly rates, short breaks or just
overnight deals available.
Open all year round. Call us for
more details.

Parkfield Cottage

1 Parkfield
Newton Road

Sturminster Marshall
Mike and Karen Royles

07887353118
01258 857804
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Davis Allen: Manipulative Therapist
(trained at The British School of Osteopathy).

Treating back and neck problems, sports injuries and general aches and pains.
Appointments available in evenings and at weekends.
Tel No. 01258 858675.  Chapel Cottage, Shapwick, DT11 9LA, (opposite The
Anchor).  Quote The Bridge on your first appointment to get a £5 reduction.
"I will be wearing a facemask throughout the whole consultation and treatment. As
my treatment room is in my cottage where I am carer to my 90 year old mother
who has diabetes Type ll please wear a mask or have your face covered throughout
the consultation".
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A Personal View: Vera Ricketts.

I hope that you are all well and living through the Covid  epidemic. (This is a new word
to add to the dictionary! )  It seems to be getting stronger, and I know of some people
who have not gone out since we went into Lockdown the first time.  I do keep in touch
as much as I can, either by phone or just waving at them from outside the window. I do
do some shopping for some of them, but most of the village is looking after themselves
and their neighbours, which is very good and what we should do, but the thing that we
who live in the village are fed up with are those who drive in from anywhere and park all
over and then go for walks or even in the summer, have a picnic on the green. I do
sometimes have a word with some and ask where they live and most of them are not
local at all, they just want to get out and have a walk or a run, to keep fit. But why can’t
they do that nearer their home?  If we were not in lock-down it would be lovely, but
why come here and walk all round the villages? It is not fair to those of us who are
doing the right thing and listening to the advice from the Police.  Why can’t they walk
round their own area instead of possibly passing on their germs to us?  We don’t want
the Covid germs round here especially with a fairly large elderly population. It is not fair
on us but what can we do?  We do have some wonderful walks round here, but these
people do not think of those of us who live here and they obviously don’t think they are
endangering others by their presence.

If they are still around in the Spring, we may still be at risk, as Covid could still be
around then or even into the Summer, so what will happen then? We could still be in
lockdown and if they still do not play by the rules we could still be at risk.  We can only
try to help each other, even if only by phoning  everyone we know might need help, or
being on line, but not everyone can do that as sometimes we cannot get a signal on the
mobile phones here, so that is not always good. But if you only have an ordinary phone,
at least you can call friends and have a chat and a laugh.  It would be great if lockdown
was eased by the time the Bridge came out, but I doubt that will happen.  If it doesn’t,
keep safe and keep well. Roll on Summer time, we could do with some warm weather!

Vera
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Special days for precious little people

Children from 3 months to 6 years
The Old School Nursery (Shapwick) Ltd.

West Street, Shapwick, Blandford Forum, Dorset.
DT11 9LB

Proprietor: Ewa Praschma
Email: info@theoldschoolnursery.com

www.theoldschoolnursery.com

Independent Drainage
Professional Sewage Treatment

Solutions - 24/7 SERVICE
Servicing, Maintaining, Upgrading and

Installing All Makes of Sewage
Treatment. Plants & Pumps Across The

South.

Sewage Treatment Plant Servicing
From £85 + Vat.

Sewage Treatment Plants from £4000 +
Vat Installed.

Septic Tanks Inc Drainage Field from
£2500 + Vat Installed.

Drainage Fields / Soak-Aways from
£1000 + Vat installed.

Contact us today for a free no
obligation site visit.

FREEPHONE: 0800 013 1301
enquiries@independentdrainage.co.uk

www.independentdrainage.co.uk

Special days for precious little people

Children from 3 months to 6 years
The Old School Nursery (Shapwick) Ltd.

West Street, Shapwick, Blandford Forum, Dorset.
DT11 9LB

Proprietor: Ewa Praschma
Email: info@theoldschoolnursery.com

www.theoldschoolnursery.com
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Thanks from all the team.
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Kingston Lacy Estate News

With 2020 behind us we are looking forward to a brighter 2021 at Kingston Lacy.
With this in mind we’ve put together some ideas to inspire you this New Year…

If you want to feel a little healthier
Why not try taking a gentle stroll around the formal garden taking in the beauty of the
carpet of snowdrops at their best throughout February? Explore the Woodland Trail
by bike or by foot and discover stunning views of the house and parkland as you travel
along old carriage drives that were created by the Bankes family. Spot the first signs of
spring with a riverside walk at Eye bridge or enjoy hilltop views and wildlife walks whilst
taking in the historical significance of the iron-age hill fort and burial mounds at Badbury
Rings. Walking routes and more information can all be found on our website.

If you want to learn a new skill and make a difference
If you're looking to develop new skills this year, why not try volunteering with us? Last
year Kingston Lacy welcomed record numbers of visitors and we are now developing
ambitious plans for the years ahead. For this, we need your help. From room guides
to catering volunteers and outdoor lovers; there is a place for you at Kingston Lacy. If
you would like to know more please contact us at the email address below.

If you want to spend more time with the family
There is always lots going on at Kingston Lacy to help you spend time together as a
family. Take your bike for a spin along the Woodland Trail, have a go at some '50
things’ challenges and let imaginations run wild in our woodland play area. Visit the
family fun page on our website for more inspiration.

If you want to read more books
Laugh, cry, be shocked or thrilled…it’s all possible with a good book. We have a
brilliant second hand book shop at Kingston Lacy so get browsing on your next visit.

If you would like to get in touch, please email kingstonlacy@nationaltrust.org.uk.



28

THE BRIDGE & LOWER STOUR CHURCH
SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY 2021

DUE TO THE CURRENT COVID SITUATION IT
HAS BEEN AGREED THAT TO PROTECT EACH

OTHER AND THE COMMUNTITIES AROUND US,
STURMINSTER MARSHALL, KINGSTON LACY,

SHAPWICK, CHARLTON MARSHALL, SPETISBURY
AND BLANDFORD ST. MARY CHURCHES WILL

NOT BE OPEN FOR LIVE SERVICES UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE.

SERVICES WILL ONLY BE ONLINE PRE-
RECORDED

OR VIA ZOOM.

WEDNESDAY 9AM MIDWEEK SERVICES
NORMALLY HELD AT STURMINSTER MARSHALL

WILL NOW BE VIA ZOOM

THURSDAY MORNING 9AM SERVICE IN LOWER
STOUR WILL BE VIA ZOOM

WEDNESDAY 17TH FEBRUARY – ASH WEDNESDAY
THERE WILL BE A SERVICE IN EACH BENEFICE.

A DECISION AS TO WHETHER IT WILL BE A
LIVE SERVICE OR A ZOOM SERVICE WILL BE

MADE NEARER THE DATE.
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THE BRIDGE & LOWER STOUR CHURCH
SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY 2021

YOU ARE WELCOME TO JOIN OUR ONLINE
SERVICES WHICH CAN BE ACCESSED VIA THE

BRIDGE BENEFICE WEBSITE:
www.bridgebeneficedorset.org

OR http://facebook.com/LowerStourBenefice

OR CONTACT REV. CAROLYN COUZENS
on 01258 858353

OR EMAIL revcarolyncouzens@gmail.com
FOR MORE DETAILS

If you have Pastoral concerns please contact
Rev’d Carolyn Couzens – Tel No. 01258 858353

Note: Carolyn takes Tuesday as her day off.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Readings for January

7th February
2 Before Lent

Proverbs 8: 1, 22-31
Colossians 1: 15-20
John 1: 1-14

14th February
Next before Lent

Psalm 50: 1-6
2 Corinthians 4: 3-6
Mark 9: 2-9

21st February
Lent 1

Genesis 9: 8-17
1 Peter 3: 18-22
Mark 1: 9-15

28th February
Lent 2

Genesis 17: 1-7, 15-16
Romans 4: 13-25
Mark 8: 31-38
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The Dark Origins Of Valentine's Day

Valentine's Day is now kept as a time to celebrate love and romance. But the
origins of this festival of flowers and cupids are actually dark, bloody — and a bit
muddled.

Some accounts report that Valentine lived in the third century, was either a
priest or a bishop in Rome, and was jailed by the Roman Emperor for being a
Christian in the period when the religion remained illegal.  It was claimed that
Valentine’s crime was performing marriage rites for Christian lovers; some say
he carried messages between jailed Christians and, before he was executed, left
a letter to a young woman signed “your Valentine”.

But if you dig a bit deeper to read the ancient documents, it turns out there
were quite a few Valentines in the Roman Empire.  The name was popular
among Christians and others because it means ‘powerful’ or ‘worthy’.

It seems that three different martyrs named Valentinus died on 14 February
during the reign of Emperor Claudius Gothicus (268–270); none of whom
married Christian couples or carried messages between them.

One was a general stationed in Africa.  He perished there with two dozen
troops and is listed as a martyr.  We know nothing more about him.

The second was Bishop Valentinus of Terni, a town about 70 miles northeast of
Rome; and the third was a Roman priest.  According to the research, they
performed miraculous cures, debated with pagan jailors, and lost their heads in
Rome on 14th February.

None of the three Valentines’ biographies was written until at least 200 years
after any of the saints supposedly lived.  Neither written nor material evidence
from the pre-medieval period associates any of these Valentines with love or
lovers.

Geoffrey Chaucer, author of The Canterbury Tales and other poetic works seems
to have been responsible for Valentine’s Day as we know it.  Chaucer’s
Parliament of Fowls, an allegorical tale thought to have been written in 1380,
mentioned “Saint Valentine’s day, when every bird comes there to choose his
mate.”

Chaucer was a major influencer in his day – after him, everyone began calling
their beloved, “Valentine” and writing love poems on 14 February.
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A. White
Painter & Decorator

Excellent professional service
 33 years experience
 Interior & exterior decorating
 No job too small
 Very reliable service
 Top standard of workmanship
 Fully insured

Call Adrian on:
Tel: 01258 268735

Mob: 07718 370024

Deliveries by appointment

Flowers & gifts for all occasions

Please feel free to pop in
& have a browse

Open 9-5 Monday to Friday
9-2 Saturday

www.justaddflowers.co.uk

01202 699557

CHIROPODIST
DENISE HORBURY
M.S.S.Ch, M.B.Ch.A

Hcpc registered No CH18913
For appointments telephone

07966 158711
or 01258 858413
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English Usage, a personal view by Michael Evans
Highway Code “Rules for pedestrians” (page 5)
As a child, I was told by adults that if there was no pavement, I should walk on the
right-hand side, “facing the oncoming traffic”. Even at that age, this seemed odd to
me, as you would face oncoming traffic whichever side you walked on! I lived in a
narrow Somerset road where I found it safer to walk on the left when approaching
right-hand bends, because drivers and walkers could see one another earlier. In
those days, the Highway Code didn’t mention that.
In the 2015 edition of the Code (another is already being planned) we are still
advised to “keep to the right-hand side of the road so that you can see oncoming traffic”,
seeming to imply that on the left you would not see it! Whoever wrote this just
stuck to the old wording without much thought, even though they then added: “It
may be safer to cross the road well before a sharp right-hand bend so that oncoming
traffic has a better chance of seeing you.” Even this is badly worded, because it is
safer to walk on the outside of any bend, not only sharp ones, to have the best view
of oncoming traffic.
Whoever writes road safety rules should use language more precisely. Perhaps they
will in the next edition, though I wouldn’t bet on it.

Answers to January anagrams – Spanish towns and cities
1. A GAS RELIC ALGECIRAS
2. REAL BACON BARCELONA
3. IBM DRONE BENIDORM
4. CAB DOOR CORDOBA
5. AGENT CARA CARTAGENA
6. GENIAL FOUR FUENGIROLA
7. ORANGE GERONA
8. ESCAPOLOGIST NEMATODA SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA
9. EL ELVIS SEVILLE
10. VAIN ALEC VALENCIA

This month’s anagram
TOES TILT – Wearing this?

Hyde Lodge, Hyde, Wareham BH20 7NX

Tanker Hire Septic Tank – Cesspit Emptying Waste Carrier
●Local Service ●Friendly Advice ●Professionalism Guaranteed ●Competitive Prices

FOR A PERSONAL SERVICE CALL
T: 01929 550928  +  F: 01929 554565  +  M: 07719 382720

AND TALK TO A LOCAL PERSON
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Homeopathy? What is that - How can it help me and my family?

Kath Kollberg aka Kath the Homeopath

You may have come across my advertisement for homeopathic treatment in this Bridge
Magazine (see page 14). I would like to take this opportunity to write an accompanying
article and to explain what homeopathy is and how I might be able to help you, or a
loved one, especially during these troubled times.  My journey with homeopathy started
in my teenage years when I was struggling with chronic eczema.  I went to see a lovely
lady locally as a last resort after years of steroid creams and night time glove wearing!
Working with her over time, my eczema was finally treated effectively.  I then went on
to see a homeopath for years finding it incredibly effective during many periods  in my
life.  Homeopathic remedies helped me to manage childhood illnesses, a multitude of
colds, injuries and everyday first aid situations, right through to deeper, more chronic
issues.  I knew I wanted to learn so much more and enrolled to study at the School of
Homeopathy for four years.  I am now fully qualified and have the privilege of spending
my time practicing and sharing this amazing healing method.

What is homeopathy?

The simple explanation is that homeopathy is a holistic way of overcoming sickness and
promoting increased vitality and well-being.  In a homeopathic consultation I will take
into account how the illness is affecting you physically, mentally, and emotionally.  The
symptoms you experience and suffer from is your body’s  way of drawing attention to
the internal imbalance going on in your system.  I will  look at all the whole symptom
picture, and match it to the most suitable remedy for you (homeopathic medicine made
from one of 4000 or so natural sources).  This is totally individual as no  two people will
experience the same illness or event in exactly the same way.  For example, one might
be hot with a flu like illness throwing off clothes and opening the window, another,
wrapped in a duvet with the heating full on!  Both experiencing flu, but with very
different expressions.

The next question is often, what can you treat?

The answer is, most things can be helped with good homeopathic treatment.  In my
practice I have treated, migraine, IBS and digestion issues, depression, anxiety, chronic
back pain, menopause and other hormonal issues, morning sickness, teething problems,
childhood illnesses, arthritis type conditions, sports injuries, a host of acute situations
such as stomach bugs, colds, coughs, burns, broken bones, tooth extraction pain, to
name a few.

continued overleaf
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Homeopathy can and does work alongside conventional medicine, my goal as a
homeopath is to restore your health so that you can continue living free of symptoms.
This can take time, I work with you and together we travel on your journey back to
good health. If you would like to know more or have any more questions please do get
in touch, I would love to hear from you.

In these times almost more than any other, our health has become our most precious
treasure.  I am sure like me, you have been challenged in so many ways by this
pandemic, mentally physically and emotionally. It is even more important now to look
after yourself and those around you.  As a person living in this amazing community of
ours, I have been constantly blessed by how people show that they care, whether it be
by a phone call, chat in the street, or practical help, there is much to be thankful for.  I
wish you and your family, health and peace for the coming year.

Kath the Homeopath RSHom PDHom.

07729 712428

www.kaththehomeopath.com

kaththehomeopath@gmail.com

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Sturminster Marshall Memorial Hall
Needless to say, owing to the Covid Pandemic and in line with government lockdown
guidelines, the hall remains closed to all users.

This situation is being reviewed on a monthly basis by the Hall Committee, the next
meeting being 15th February and further announcements will be forthcoming.
In the meantime, we are taking the opportunity to carry out much needed repair and
maintenance work.

Following the decision by Jane and Derek Rees to step down as Secretary and Chairman
respectively new appointments have been made and ratified at the recent AGM with
Andrea Kaciniel, secretary@sturminstermarshall.co.uk and Tim Weaver,
chair@sturminstermarshall.co.uk taking on these roles.  Derek Rees will be
remaining on the committee as Treasurer.

On behalf of the committee, trustees and the community as a whole we would like to
offer thanks to Jane and Derek for the outstanding work they have done over the past
years.

In addition to the above changes Barbara Beaves has relinquished her role as Vice Chair
but will again remain as a member of the committee. We would like to say a big thank
you to Barbara for her work and in particular her fundraising activities.
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STURMINSTER MARSHALL PARISH  JOTTINGS – February
www.sturminstermarshall-pc.gov.uk

In these very difficult times, I really hope that you are all staying safe, but the
only way we can do that is by conforming to the government restrictions that
are in place for the COVID 19 pandemic. The easiest way to remember this is
HANDS, FACE, SPACE, so please wash hands, wear a mask and leave space
between yourselves and other members of the public.  Even if you have had
your vaccine injection, it is important to still maintain the same amount of care
until otherwise advised by the government, this will help enforce the need to
follow these rules and to encourage everyone to do so.

Last month we mentioned the Dorset Local Plan and this consultation started
on Monday 18th January online on the Dorset Council Web site and will close
on Monday 15th March.  This is a very important document, and one that we
should all take time to look at, form our own opinions and comment on. It is
also a good idea to look at the surrounding areas too, as they may well have an
impact on our Parish.  Please do make any comments either online in the place
provided, by email or by post. We have been told many times that this is the
most effective way to get our voice heard and have an impact. To view the
Dorset Council Local Plan consultation go to the council ‘s website at
www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/Dorset-council/local-plan.

Paper copies of the plan are available for loan via click and collect from your
local Dorset Council library (Covid-19 permitting)
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/libraries-history-
culture/libraries/find-your-local-library/dorset-libraries.aspx.

If you are shielding volunteers can help you pick up a paper copy of the plan for
you from your local library. Find out more about support for those shielding at
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/emergencies-severe-
weather/emergencies/coronavirus/community-response/communities-
and-volunteering.aspx

There are also webinars that you can join in and information about these can be
found at www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/dorset-council-local-plan-webinars.

The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group have also provided a separate article
explaining the difference between a Neighbourhood Plan and the Local Plan in
this edition of the Bridge on page 47.

We are progressing our investigations in to placing a SID (Speed Indicator
Device) within the village. A survey will be carried out at 5 sites to capture
data, however we have asked for this to be delayed until after lockdown.
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After analysis, the sites where to place the SID will be decided. We mentioned
last month that we had ordered a piece of new equipment for the play area, but
in the current restrictions it will be a while before it is in place.

The Tax base for the 2021/22 Council Tax has now been provided and is slightly
lower than last year.  This means the precept is now £50,372 with an overall
increase of 5.34% or £3.18 per month on an average Band D property.

Recent Plans:
3/20/1427/FUL Sturminster Marshall Golf Club, Moor lane, Sturminster

Marshall.
Erection of a 2 storey extension to form an enlarged restaurant on the ground
floor, additional headroom in the existing first floor function room, stairwell
access and terrace area.  Alterations to the existing public highway including
junction improvements.
3/20/1976/HOU Toliva, Back Lane, Sturminster Marshall.
Single storey side and rear extensions.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Louise - Unisex Hairstylist
53 Churchill Close, Sturminster Marshall.

Open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 9.30 - 3,
Thursday all day.

Please call for an appointment.
07731 426097

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Shapwick Acoustic Sessions 2020
Great music.

Great venue - Saxon church – St. Bartholomew's.
Great acoustics.

Great value - £10 on the door, £8 in advance.
Pop-up bar.  Alcoholic, non-alcoholic drinks.

Profits going to church refurbishment.
For further details of past concerts and future dates see:

https://www.facebook.com/ShapwickSessions/
No sessions at present due to Covid-19 situation
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Mirror Mirror Hair Design is located at Pamphill Dairy Farm shop.

The salon is becoming very popular and recently welcomed Chloe to the
team, also known as Chlobo Barbers.  She will be working Saturdays 8am
until 4pm.
Chloe is offering 15% off to new customers on their first visit to the salon.

We would also like to thank customers for their continued support during
the pandemic.  If you have any concerns or would like any additional
information please visit our website for our Covid-19 safety measures, or
please give us a call.
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STURMINSTER MARSHALL SHORT MAT BOWLS AND SOCIAL CLUB

We are currently looking for new members, no experience necessary We pride
ourselves as being a very sociable, friendly and non-League Club; our aim is to have fun
and enjoy our game.
The Club plays on the following days:-

Monday afternoons 2.00pm – 5.00pm,
Thursday evenings 6.15pm – 9.15pm,
All sessions are held in the Sturminster Marshall Memorial Hall.
It is a great sport for all ages and we would welcome some younger players, so do come
along.  The club owns several sets of bowls and these can be lent to players who do not
have their own, but they must remain on the premises.  Completely flat shoes must be
worn on the mats.
We are a mixed club and we do not compete in leagues, so the emphasis is on pleasure
and not pressure.  We do join other local clubs for just friendly matches.
INTERESTED? – come along, your first three sessions will be free, so give it a try.
For information telephone:- John on 01202 690718 or Jean on 01258 857308.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Red Lion Inn
Church Street, Sturminster Marshall, Dorset

Tel:  01258 857319
www.redlionsturminstermarshall.co.uk

Come and say hello
Why not come in and try our new Winter Menu (which is also available for takeaway).

We cater for everyone including gluten free, vegan and vegetarians.
We also have a children’s menu.

See our new large Yorkshire Puddings with a filling of your choice and either a pint or
medium glass of wine for £12.75 (Wednesday & Thursday’s only).

Fish & Fizz – buy 2 at special price of £9.95 each and get a bottle of Prosecco for £10.00
(Friday’s only)

Sunday extended Opening hours, now serving food all day from 12.00pm till 8.00pm
We are now doing freshly baked rustic sourdough Pizza’s to eat in or take away.

Seasonal ales and ciders on tap (which are also available for takeaway in our cartons).
Well behaved dogs in our bar area are always welcome.

Regular Monthly Quiz nights on the first Tuesday of the month with Ashley Hooper @
7.30pm with a maximum of 6 people to a team @ £2.00 per head.

We look forward to welcoming you soon.
Dave, Louise and the Team
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Portmore Electrical Ltd are a Napit, Electric Safe, Trustmark and ECS approved
Electrical Inspecting and Contracting Company based in Dorset who specialise
in:

 Domestic, Agricultural, Industrial & Commercial Installations
 Electrical Installation Condition Reports
 Rewires and Repairs
 Fire & Security Systems
 Lighting Design & Installation
 Consumer Unit Replacements
 Fault Finding & 24 Hour Call Out
 Fully Insured & Qualified to BS 7671

For further details or a free no obligation quotation please call
Portmore Electrical on 01258 458794 or 07917 776252

Email: admin@portmoreelectrical.co.uk
Website: www.portmoreelectrical.co.uk

Qualified Arborist, Professional
tree care and hedge cutting.

For a free quotation tel.
Brian Hennessy

01258 857529 or 07773 024008

QUALIFIED ARBORIST,
PROFESSIONAL TREE CARE

AND HEDGE CUTTING
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Sturminster Marshall Evening WI
It is so good to be able to report that last year SMEWI, raised over £2,200 for the
Women’s Refuge.  Thanks to the efforts of Jane Champion, who raised £1300 by
selling plants from her garden wall, all supplied from her own garden and
greenhouse, supplemented by donations of plants from members of the WI. Thank
you Jane for undertaking this task, it was a huge commitment.

The Miller family very kindly allowed us to run two cake sales from Church Farm,
when a further £800 was raised.  The first one at the end of October and the
second in early December were hugely successful. Not only were cakes made and
donated by our members but also by some generous ladies who had heard about
our project and kindly donated cakes for sale.  Thank you to all the bakers and
buyers, it has made a massive difference to the lives of people who need our
compassion and support.  We were also most fortunate to be given £180 by a
generous member of the public.  All these funds have been passed on to the Refuge
along with two car boot loads of toiletries, clothing and toys, all donated by our
members.  Thank you ladies for your kindness and generosity.

To while away the time over Christmas, our members were given a couple of
quizzes to exercise their brain cells.  Rose organised a Round Britain quiz of clues to
place names or geographical features in Britain.  There was also a Village Quiz
consisting of 35 photos of things that can be seen around our village.  The quiz
questions and answers will be available on our website.

If you would like more information about SMEWI please follow us on our website
www.sturminstermarshalleveningwi.weebly.com or contact Heather
Trenchard on 01258 857823 or see our Facebook page Sturminster Marshall
Evening WI.

Gladys Quick – Vice President SMEWI

LADIES
If you’re handy with a needle, be it knitting or to sew,

If your standard’s very high or even very low,
PLEASE come along and join us, we’re a very friendly crowd,

You can learn to do some crafty things of which you’d be so proud.
MONDAY at the Memorial Hall we’ll see you there at 2,

£2.00 with refreshments, there’s nothing nicer you could do.
For more information please ring Anne Weller - 01258 857046
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MINSTER PROBUS CLUB OF WIMBORNE

Founded 1988

Our club comprises retired or semi-retired men who have held a position
of responsibility during their professional life.  We meet at the well-
appointed Hamworthy Club in Canford Magna, near Wimborne, on the first
Wednesday of the month.  Before lunch, we are entertained by speakers,
who cover a full and interesting range of subjects.  In addition, our club
holds social functions and arranges visits and other activities, involving wives
and partners, throughout the year.

But above all, we are a friendly club with a great spirit and a warm welcome
to new members.  If you would like to learn more about us, please contact
Don Martin on 01258 857795 or by email at don.martin@btinternet.com
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February Facts
February comes from the Latin word “februum” which means
purification. A Roman spring-cleaning festival!.

1st February 1901 - The royal yacht Alberta brings the body of Queen
Victoria into Portsmouth harbour en route to her funeral in London the
next day.

5th February 1958 - Parking meters first appear on the streets of
London’s exclusive Mayfair district.

6th February 1783 - Death of Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown the greatest
English landscape gardener.

7th February 1301 - The son of King Edward I of England becomes the
first English Prince of Wales.

8th February 1587 - Mary Queen of Scots is beheaded on the orders of
her cousin Queen Elizabeth I.

11th February 1975 - Iron Lady Margaret Thatcher, becomes the first
woman leader of the Conservative Party.

15th February 1971 - Pennies, shillings and half-crowns all disappear as
Britain goes decimal.

16th February 1659 - A cheque is used for the first time in Britain as
merchant Mr Nicholas Vanacker settles a debt.

23rd February 1863 - Lake Victoria, in Africa, was declared to be the
source of the River Nile by British explorers John Speke and J A Grant.

25th February 1570 - Queen Elizabeth I was labelled as a heretic by Pope
Pius V and was excommunicated.

26th February 1797 - The Bank of England issues the first ever one-pound
note.
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Got NO CARES?
or

Do you feel that NOBODY CARES?
Well, WE DO!

Come and join us on Sunday mornings at 10:30 in the Memorial Hall
for a friendly, no frills service and meet ordinary people just like you.
We’d like to get to know you.

New Life Bible Church
Sturminster Marshall

07919 808210

NLBC is a member of the International Federation of Christian Churches (IFCC).
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Sturminster Marshall
Neighbourhood Plan Update

Neighbourhood Plan / Dorset Local Plan
We wish to clarify the relationship between the Dorset Council Local
Plan and the Sturminster Marshall Neighbourhood Plan, as there seems
to have been some misunderstanding about the role of each.

The Local Plan being prepared by Dorset Council will need to comply
with housing and development targets set by national Government in
Westminster.  It will make strategic policies covering the whole of
Dorset until at least 2038.

The Sturminster Marshall Neighbourhood Plan is being prepared on
behalf of the Parish Council but is designed to reflect a consensus view
of those living in the parish.  This is why we have carried out two
consultations to date and will seek further views in the coming months.
A Draft Plan will need to be approved by majority vote in a referendum
involving all residents of the parish.  Once approved, together with the
Local Plan, it will form the basis of planning policies and decisions into
the 2030s.

Although the Neighbourhood Plan will be able to determine much of
the way we see the parish developing over the next 10-15 years, it will
not be able to overturn strategic decisions made in the Dorset County
Local Plan.  We may try to influence what type of development takes
place, and where it occurs, but cannot dispute the total allocation nor
the final sites selected by Dorset Council.

Consultation on the Dorset Council Local Plan is due to start on
Monday 18th January 2021 and will run for 8 weeks until Monday 15th
March 2021.  For further information on the Local Plan and the
consultation process please go to the Dorset Council website.  We are
asking parishioners to reply individually to the Dorset Local Plan with
comments, because this will hold more weight.

Sturminster Marshall Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
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Protection isn't Pretty by Lys de Bray

If you go for a walk around your garden (take with you string and scissors) what
seemed to be dank, drear and mostly dead from a distance, isn't.  Beside my back
steps there are narcissus in bud and the wild daffs are up.  Many of the shrubs and
herbaceous plants have little green shoots and if you didn't have time to tidy properly
in autumn leave things as they are, the dead stems with more leafy dead stalks added
will provide shelter if we get more hard frosts like the one yesterday.  I have some
ventilating plastic domes that I washed with a little Jeyes Fluid in the water before I
pegged them down over the more tender plants and there are one or two others
that I cover with fleece held in place with clothes pegs on a bamboo frame.  On fine
days remember to prop up one side of the domes to avoid too much humidity.

In Kent before the war, the winters were much colder then and lasted longer and I
remember banked-up snow at the side of the roads and long periods of snow on
the lawns marked only with the criss-crossing tracks of birds.  Let's count our
blessings.

In the garden you can have Witch Hazel - Hamamelis mollis which comes in several
colours, pale yellow, orange and red and all are delightfully scented bushes about
10ft x 10ft.  I have Iris unguicularis against the wall in the sunniest part of the gravel
garden, always a lovely surprise with its brilliant blue flowers appearing suddenly out
of a clump of nondescript leaves.  Yesterday they weren't, today they are.  Pick a
few flowers because they will last longer indoors and you'll see them every day, all
day.  If you have space, grow Mahonia media `Lional Fortescue' a handsome
evergreen with large, shining holly-shaped leaves and scented yellow flowers
bouncing out of the ends of the branches.  It grows to 6ft x 6ft and as it gets larger
prune out some of the older stems.  It likes good soil and a sheltered position in
part shade and looks handsome all year round.  One each side of the front door is
nice in your best big pots (your Christmas present to you?).

Grow Winter Jasmine - Jasminum nudiflorum, to 8ft.  This is a rather untidy flopping
bush that comes into its own at this time of year.  It will grow almost anywhere in
almost any soil but don't plant it where the early sun falls on the cold frosted
flowers.  Alas, unlike its other jasmine cousins, it has no scent, but it makes up for
this in having such cheerful yellow flowers, lovely in a vase with almost anything, try
it with variegated ivies or Viburnum tinus, another useful and easy-to-grow evergreen
with clusters of pink- tipped unscented white flowers. It grows to about 8ft x 8ft
and is a very useful and unfussy garden shrub, see if you can find some matching pink
primroses to plant nearby, get a few of these to start with and split them after
flowering to form an ever-increasing group. T he daffs will be properly out soon, the
birds are singing fit to bust and spring 2021 is here!
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YOUR

QUARTER-PAGE

ADVERT

COULD

BE

HERE

HIRE
PAMPHILL PARISH HALL

FOR YOUR EVENT
Contact: Lindsay Hole

at
pamphillparishhall@yahoo.com

This magazine accepts
no responsibility for
the products and
services advertised.
All adverts are
accepted and
published in good
faith.
Payments made by
advertisers contribute
to the cost of
publishing this
magazine.
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D.W CRANE
GENERAL BUILDER
Over 20 years experience

Specialising in brickwork, blockwork,
porches, driveways,

conservatories, patios
and decking.

Also: Internal & external decorating,
landscaping and

gardens.

Tel: 01258 454104 OR 07835 112802

Professional & Reliable service
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Halcyon Motors is a friendly, family run, local business.  We buy all
cars, bikes campers, etc. for cash at a time to suit you.  Trading in
elsewhere?  We can usually offer more...  And we will happily come
to you.
Buying? Visit www.halcyonmotors.co.uk for “warts and all”
descriptions & photos of the current stock.  Part ex. welcome.
Warranties on all cars.
Call: Don MacLeod on 01258 839209 or 07782 189555
(Mon-Sun 8am - 9pm)
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Email: aqualectric@gmail.com
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Scott’s Private Hire
NEED A LIFT

AIRPORT – DOCKS –VISITING
FAMILY

DOCTORS – HOSPITAL – SHOPPING

NEAR OR FAR, FRIENDLY RELIABLE COMPETITIVE SERVICE
CALL US FOR A QUOTATION.  LADY DRIVER AVAILABLE.

Tel: 01258 858072 or 07886 825446
scottsprivatehire@gmail.com

( Licensed by East Dorset District Council )

Great selection of antiques, retro and shabby chic
furniture always in stock

We now offer a full house clearance service – contact
us for a no obligation quote

Open:
10-5 Fri & Sat, 10-4 Thurs, 10-2
Sunday & Bank Holiday Mondays

Senior citizens discount on Fridays
– a further 10% off purchases.
Offer excludes furniture and
electrical goods.

The high street and more
- behind one door!

BH Coffee Shop now open

Tel: 01258 857329 Email: kmsalvage@aol.com
www.middleditchsalvage.co.uk
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Parish Directory
The Bridge Parishes

Vicar: Revd. Carolyn Couzens (See pages 3 & 6)
Email: revcarolyncouzens@gmail.com
Carolyn tries to take Tuesdays as her day off.

01258 858353

Director of Music: Dr. Sally Plowright 01258 857528
Assistant organist: Mr. Paul Martin 07788 185048
Clerk to the Benefice: Mrs. Jan Standing
Office hours  Tues, Wed, Thurs only, 10am – 5 pm

Email: jan.standing@btopenworld.com

07973 766614

The Bridge: See page 2

Kingston Lacy Parish Church
Churchwarden: Sarah Granados 01258 628394
Churchwarden: Mrs. Carola Street 01202 848253
Deputy Churchwarden: Mrs. Jenny Ricketts 01202 888377
PCC Secretary: Miss Kathryn Whitmore 01202 883727
Acting Treasurer: Sarah Granados 01258 628394
Electoral Roll Officer: Miss K. Whitmore 01202 883727

Shapwick Parish Church
Churchwarden: Anne Tillin 01258 858208
Churchwarden: Vacant
Deputy Churchwarden: Janet Purchase 01258 857235
Treasurer: Christine Cosgrove 01258 858876
PCC Secretary: Alan Cosgrove 01258 858876
Verger: Vacant
Electoral Roll Officer: Janet Tory 01258 857531

Sturminster Marshall Parish Church
Churchwarden: Jude Leyman 01258 268437
Churchwarden: Mr. Rob Langdown 01202 841381
PCC Secretary: Mrs. Margaret Langdown 01202 841381
PCC Treasurer: Mr. Edward Warren 01258 857467
Verger: Vacant
Captain of the ringers: Mr M. Stickley 01202 021895
Electoral roll officer: Mrs J. Provan 01258 858296

Schools
Sturminster Marshall First School: Mr. A. Joyce 01258 857348
Sturminster Marshall Pre-school: Mrs Patsy Barnes 01258 858395
Pamphill First School: Mrs. Rachael Oliver 01202 883008
Pamphill Pre-School Nursery: Mrs. D. Gould 07415 473977
The Old School Shapwick Nursery: Ms. E. Praschma 01258 857922

Police
Police station (non emergency number) 101
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Hall Bookings
Old School, Sturminster Marshall: Mrs. Val Brown

Contact by email only, please, to: hall.mackrell@outlook.com
Memorial Hall, Sturminster Marshall: Mrs. K. Kollberg 07729 712428

Email: sturhallbookings@gmail.com
Pamphill Parish Hall: Mrs. Lindsay Hole

Email: pamphillparishhall@yahoo.com

Councillors
Dorset Councillor: Cllr. Mr Robin Cook 01202 889199

07968 265897
Sturminster Marshall Parish Council Chair: Miss Hilary Palmer 01258 857588
Sturminster Marshall Parish Council Clerk: Mrs. Alison Clothier

Email: sturminstermarshall@dorset-aptc.gov.uk
07469 780548

Pamphill & Shapwick Parish Council Chair: Mr. Philip Chissell 01202 883369
Pamphill & Shapwick Parish Council Clerk: Mrs. Lindsay Hole

Email: pamphillparishhall@yahoo.com

For Sturminster Marshall
Sturminster Marshall FC: Mr. D. Miller 01258 857314
Church Preservation Trust:
School Society: Mrs. P. Ross 01258 857373
Cricket Club: Mr. Ross Humphrey 01202 829522
WI Evening Secretary: Ms. Debi Peacock 07947 576716
Sports Association: Mr. R. Haysom 01258 857616
Gardening Club: Mrs. S. Crowfoot 01258 857606
Stour Valley Quilters and Craft Club: Mrs. Barbara Beaves 01258 858404
Scouts: Andy Thornton 07788 683422
Cubs: Mrs. G. Spong 01258 857799
Beavers: Mrs. A. Thornton 01202 625561
Brownies: Miss J. Hayter 01202 885309
Guides: Mrs .L. Seare 01929 459398
Rangers: Mrs. C. Browning-Smith 01202 888447
Rainbows: Mrs. C. Browning-Smith 01202 888447
Henbury Residents' Association: Mr. M. Soper 01258 857647
Homewatch Co-Ordinator: Mr. Adrian Holden 01258 858884
Sturminster Marshall Short Mat Bowls & Social Club: Mr. J. Case
CaseCase

01202 690718
Sturminster Marshall Village History Website 01258 857606

For Pamphill
Kingston Lacy Skittles Club: Mr. R. Frost 01202 883084
Kingston Lacy Cricket Club: Mr. S. Maine 07969 883814
Pamphill Pre-School: Mrs. D. Gould 07415 473977

For Shapwick
S.C.T. (Village Green): Jez Bragg 07813 925681
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